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SUBJECT: FRENCH MINISTER OF COOPERATION VISITS MAURITANIA 

1. SUMMARY: FRENCH MINISTER OF COOPERATION ABELIN 
RECENTLY PAID SUCCESSFUTSTHREE-DAY VISIT TO MAURITANIA. 
HE MET TWICE WITH PRESIDENT OULD DADD AH. BASIS WAS 

LAID FOR EXPANDED ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND OULD DADDAH 
ACCEPTED DECEMBER 3 INVITATION TO VISIT FRANCE. ONLY 
ITEM TO MAR VISIT WAS SUBSEQUENT REPORT ON RADIO FRANCE 
STATING THAT VISIT MAY RESULT IN DECISION BY 
MAURITANIA TO REENTER FRANC ZONE. GIRM PROMPTLY 
DENIED REPORT. END SUMMARY. 

2. FRENCH MINISTER OF COOPERATION, PIERRE ABELIN, 

LED DELEGATION TO MAURITANIA NOVEMBER 6-8. HE MET 
TWICE WITH PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH AND HELD WORKING 
SESSIONS WITH MINISTER OF STATE FOR NATIONAL ECONOMY, 

SIDI OULD CHEIKH ABDALLAHI, AND MINISTER OF STATE 

FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, HAMDI OULD MOUKNASS. 

3. FINAL COMMUNIQUE CONTAINED FOLLOWING POINTS: 

(A) THERE WAS EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON NEW ASPECTS 
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OF FRENCH-MAURITANIAN COOPERATION; (B) TWO GOVERN- 
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MENTS DECIDED TO CREATE COMMISSION WHICH WILL MEET 
ANNUALLY, ALTERNATIVELY AT NOUAKCHOTT AND PARIS. 
CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH FRANCE WILL PARTICIPATE IN 
ASSISTING PRIORITY SECTORS - ROAD SYSTEM, RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND WATER RESOURCES, TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
- WERE DECIDED UPON; (C) MAURITANIA AND FRANCE LAID 
FOUNDATION FOR SETTLEMENT OF OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS BY 
MAKING IT POSSIBLE TO INTERVENE IN RAPID MANNER 
BETWEEN MAURITANIAN AUTHORITIES AND FRENCH ENTERPRISES, 
NOTABLY IN BANKING SECTOR; (D) GIRM EXPRESSED 
SATISFACTION WITH QUALITY OF SERVICE PROVIDED BY 
FRENCH TECHNICIANS; (E) TWO GOVERNMENTS WILL CONSIDER 
POSSIBILITY OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH THIRD PARTIES. 
PARTICULAR ATTENTION IN THIS REGARD WILL BE GIVEN 
TO DEVELOPMENT OF SENEGAL RIVER IN CONTEXT OF 
SENEGAL RIVER DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (OMVS); AND 
(F) ABELIN EXTENDED INVITATION FROM GISCARD D'ESTAING 
TO OULD DADDAH TO VISIT FRANCE. OULD DADDAH ACCEPTED; 
VISIT WILL BEGIN DECEMBERF3. 

4. AT FAREWELL PRESS CONFERENCE, ABELIN SAID VISIT 
PERMITTED HIM TO EXPLAIN WHAT FRANCE IS PREPARED 
TO DO IN RESPONSE TO GIRM REQUESTS IN COMING 
YEARS. HE NOTED THAT COOPERATION BETWEEN FRANCE 
AND MAURITANIA TAKES FORM OF TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE AND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY. CONCERNING 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION, ABELIN SAID CERTAIN REQUESTS 
WERE PUT FORTH BY GIRM, PARTICULARLY IN FIELDS OF 
HEALTH, EDUCATION AND TRAINING. ON QUESTION OF 
REVISION OF ACCORDS, WHICH GOVERN COOPERATION 
BETWEEN FRANCE AND OTHER COUNTRIES, ABELIN INDICATED 
THAT WHEN AN ACCORD EXPIRES OR A COUNTRY DESIRES TO 
MODIFY ITS ACCORD WITH FRANCE, GOF IS MOST WILLING 

TO CONSIDER THESE REQUESTS. 

5. NOVEMBER 12 PARTY DAILY, CHAAB, FRONTPAGED GIRM 
DENIAL OF STRANGE STORY WHICH SURFACED IN PARIS. RADIO 
FRANCE, COMMENTING ON RESULTS OF ABELIN VISIT, REPORTED 
THAT MAURITANIA, WHICH LEFT THE FRANC ZONE OVER TWO 
YEARS AGO WHEN IT CREATED ITS OWN CURRENCY, MIGHT 
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REJOIN FRANC ZONE. GIRM DENIAL SAID THAT WHILE 
CONTINUING DEVELOPMENT OF COOPERATIVE 
RELATIONS WITH ALL COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD, INCLUDING 
FRANCE, MAURITANIA WOULD NOT JEOPARDIZE ITS 
ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE WHICH IT ACQUIRED AFTER 15 
YEARS OF STRUGGLE AND WHOSE NATIONAL CURRENCY, 

THE OUGUIYA, CONSTITUTES BASIS OF THIS INDEPENDENCE. 
(FRENCH EMBASSY WAS PARTICULARLY PUZZLED BY THIS 
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REPORT ON RADIO FRANCE AND QUICKLY SENT TELEGRAPHIC 
WARNING TO PARIS THAT REPETITION RISKED STIMULATION OF 
SHARP GIRM REACTION. FRENCH AMBASSADOR GAUTIER ALSO 
TOLD US THAT ONLY TIME FRANC ZONE QUESTION AROSE DURING 
ABELIN DISCUSSIONS WAS IN FORM OF HISTORICAL VIGNETTE. 

SIDI ABDALLAHI TOLD ABELIN THAT GIRM HAD NOT FINALLY 
DECIDED TO LEAVE FRANC ZONE WHEN THEY SAT DOWN WITH 
FRENCH TO NEGOTIATE NEW MONETARY ARRANGEMENT. HARD-LINE 
FRENCH POSITION AND TOUCH, COLON-MINDED FRENCH TACTICS 
TWO YEARS AGO HAD FINALLY PUSHED THEM INTO MAJOR STEP 
OF WITHDRAWAL AND ESTABLISHMENT OF INDEPENDENT CURRENCY.) 

6. UPON RETURN NOVEMBER 13 FROM DISCUSSIONS WITH KING 
HASSAN IN MOROCCO, PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH, RESPONDING 

TO QUESTION FROM NEWSMAN ON FRANCO-MAURITANIAN RELATIONS, 
SAID THAT HIS UPCOMING VISIT TO FRANCE WILL CONTRIBUTE 
TO IMPROVEMENT OFFRANCO-MAURITANIAN RELATIONS FOLLOWING 
DECISION BY MAURITANIA TO REVISE COOPERATION ACCORDS 
WITH FRANCE. 

7. COMMENT: FRENCH AMBASSADOR TOLD US THAT ABELIN 
DISCUSSIONS WENT "VERY WELL" AND ATMOSPHERE WAS 
"EXTREMELY GOOD". FRENCH EMBASSY IN NOUAKCHOTT EN- 
COURAGED GOF TO INVITE OULD DADDAH TO VISIT PARIS 
AFTER GIRM HINTED TO EMBASSY THAT OULD DADDAH 
WANTED TO MAKE STATE VISIT TO FRANCE AND MEET WITH 
GISCARD D'ESTAING. AFTER ABELIN EXTENDED INVITATION, 
MOUKNASS NOTED THAT PRESIDENT'S SCHEDULE BETWEEN NOW 
AND END OF YEAR WAS JAMMED, AND INQUIRED WHETHER DATE 
IN LATE JANUARY OR EARLY FEBRUARY COULD BE ARRANGED. 

FRENCH AGREED TO INQUIRE. WHEN PARTIES REASSEMBLED AFTER 
BREAK FOR LUNCH, MOUKNASS REPORTED THAT PRESIDENT 
OULD DADDAH HAD INSTRUCTED HIM TO ACCEPT WITH PLEASURE 
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INVITATION FOR DECEMBER 3 VISIT, AND OBSERVED THAT 
PRESIDENT HAD REARRANGED COMPETING COMMITMENTS. HAND YSIDE 
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